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STAND Festival

Press Kit 2026
A media ready overview of the festival, its story, and its public positioning

Strength Through Art Network Diversity

STAND is a November festival in Metro Vancouver that amplifies the work, stories, and 
artistic leadership of immigrant and refugee artists through performance, gathering, and 

public dialogue.
Core press statement

About the Festival
STAND Festival is an annual arts festival rooted in Metro Vancouver. The name stands for Strength 
Through Art Network Diversity. The festival launched in 2021 and has grown into a November 
platform for immigrant and refugee artists working across theatre, music, dance, art exhibitions, and 
live interactive performance.

More than a presentation series, STAND also positions itself as a space for connection and knowledge 
sharing. Its public mission emphasizes visibility for underrepresented voices, community building, and 
practical support for artists navigating the cultural sector.

Fast Facts
Founded Launched in 2021
Festival focus Theatre, music, dance, art exhibitions, and live 

interactive performance by immigrant and refugee 
artists

Location Metro Vancouver, with activity across Vancouver 
and North Vancouver

2026 call out Festival scheduled for Nov 1 to 10, 2026 across three 
venues in North Vancouver and Downtown 
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Vancouver
Artist support Rehearsal space, venue time, technical support, box 

office support, publicity, and 70% of net box office 
revenues

Online presence standfestival.com and Instagram @stand.festival

Public Positioning
 STAND centres immigrant and refugee artists as creators, collaborators, and cultural leaders.
 The festival connects audiences in Vancouver and North Vancouver through a multidisciplinary 

program.
 The work presented by STAND is artistically diverse, socially engaged, and rooted in lived 

experience.
 Alongside performances, the festival highlights knowledge sharing and sector support for artists.
 STAND is well suited to arts coverage, community reporting, cultural calendar listings, interviews, 

and feature stories on migration, identity, and performance.
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Festival Story
STAND speaks to the creative force of artists who carry stories across borders. The festival’s identity is 
grounded in resilience, solidarity, and exchange. Its programming frames immigrant and refugee 
artists not as a side note to the cultural landscape, but as a vital part of the artistic life of this region.

The festival’s own language describes STAND as a beacon for untold stories, vibrant talent, and 
community. That framing makes the press angle clear: STAND is both a festival and a civic 
conversation about who gets seen, who gets heard, and how a city makes room for many artistic 
histories at once.

Audience and Editorial Angles
 Arts and culture coverage focused on new work, performance, and festival activity
 Stories about immigrant and refugee leadership in the arts
 Community reporting on Vancouver and North Shore cultural life
 Profiles of artists whose work bridges countries, languages, and disciplines
 Coverage of how festivals create practical pathways for artists through rehearsal space, venue 

access, and public visibility

Land Acknowledgement
The festival publicly acknowledges that it takes place on the traditional, ancestral, and unceded 
territories of the Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleil Waututh Nations. This acknowledgement appears 
prominently in STAND’s public materials and can be retained in listings or feature stories where 
appropriate.

STAND creates a space where artistry, migration, and community meet in public. It is a 
festival with a strong artistic pulse and an equally strong social purpose.

Suggested feature framing
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2025 Program Snapshot
Public listings for STAND 2025 show a multi venue festival running from Nov 1 to 10, 2025. Events were 
presented at The Annex in Vancouver, Scotiabank Dance Centre in Vancouver, and Presentation House 
Theatre in North Vancouver. The lineup reflected the festival’s multidisciplinary focus, with dance, 
music, and theatre presented across the ten day program.

Selected 2025 Festival Lineup
Date Work Discipline Venue

Nov 1 Las Mujeronas Dance The Annex
Nov 2 Collapse and FE Dance The Annex
Nov 3 Confusion and Forest / Flux 

/ Frequency
Music The Annex

Nov 4 The Catrina and the 
Whisper of Flowers and 
Confined Spaces, Boundless 
Movements

Dance The Annex

Nov 5 The Opposite / بالعکس Theatre Presentation House 
Theatre

Nov 6 Liham and Ruan Concert Music Scotiabank Dance Centre
Nov 7 to 10 To be or not to be, A 

Dictionary of Emotions in 
Wartime, Mami, Banana 
Musik

Theatre Presentation House 
Theatre

The 2025 program also highlighted travelling work from cities such as Toronto, Montreal, Calgary, 
Regina, Victoria, and Quebec, reinforcing STAND’s role as both a local gathering point and a wider 
platform for immigrant and refugee artistry across Canada.

What This Signals to Media
 The festival has a clear curatorial identity and a visible public footprint.
 Its venues position it across both Vancouver and North Vancouver, broadening audience relevance.
 The mix of local and touring work supports regional, national, and community media angles.
 The program structure makes STAND suitable for preview pieces, artist interviews, and roundups 

of fall arts events.
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2026 Festival Preview
On its official call out page, STAND announced that the 2026 festival is scheduled for Nov 1 to 10, 2026. 
The call out describes a program spanning three venues in North Vancouver and Downtown 
Vancouver and invites submissions from immigrant and refugee artists in theatre, music, dance, art 
exhibitions, and live interactive performance.

Artist Support Offer for 2026
 30 hours of rehearsal space
 4 hours of tech time in the venue
 Free venue access for the performance day
 Technical Director and Stage Manager support on the performance day
 Box office ticketing support and Front of House staff
 Basic publicity support
 70% of net box office revenues
 A secured presentation spot in STAND Festival 2026

Why This Matters
This public offer shows that STAND is designed to reduce barriers for artists while building a coherent 
public festival. For media, that creates a strong narrative around access, production support, and the 
role of festivals in sustaining artistic careers.

Boilerplate
STAND Festival is a Metro Vancouver arts festival that celebrates the work of immigrant and refugee 
artists through theatre, music, dance, exhibitions, and live interactive performance. Founded in 2021, 
the festival brings artists and audiences together each November across Vancouver and North 
Vancouver while also offering knowledge sharing and practical support for artistic development.
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Ready to Use Media Copy
Short Description
STAND Festival is a November arts festival in Metro Vancouver that celebrates immigrant and refugee 
artists through theatre, music, dance, exhibitions, and live interactive performance.

Medium Description
Founded in 2021, STAND Festival brings immigrant and refugee artists into focus through a 
multidisciplinary program presented across Vancouver and North Vancouver. Alongside public 
performances, the festival supports artists through knowledge sharing, visibility, and practical 
presentation resources.

Long Description
STAND Festival, short for Strength Through Art Network Diversity, is an annual November festival in 
Metro Vancouver dedicated to amplifying the work of immigrant and refugee artists. The festival 
presents theatre, music, dance, art exhibitions, and live interactive performance while also creating 
space for dialogue, learning, and sector connection.

Suggested Social Caption
STAND Festival returns as a platform for immigrant and refugee artists in Metro Vancouver, bringing 
bold work in theatre, music, dance, exhibitions, and live interactive performance into public view each 
November.

Media Contact Block
Festival contact: __________________________   Email: __________________________   Phone: 
__________________________

Website: standfestival.com   Instagram: @stand.festival

Asset Checklist
 Festival logo in horizontal and stacked formats
 One hero image from a past festival edition
 Three to five production photos cleared for media use
 Short bios for key festival leads and featured artists
 Venue list with addresses and ticket links
 Confirmed media contact details


